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PROGRAM 


SCENE ONE - The New King 


Sean King 


Claudius, King of Denmark, Hamlet’s uncle - Geoffrey Sirett 
Gertrude, the Queen. Hamlet’s mother, now wife of Claudius - Marta Herman 
Hamlet, Prince of Denmark - Giovanni Spanu 
Polonius, Councillor of State - James Baldwin 
Laertes, Polonius’ son - Christopher Enns 
Ophelia, Polonius’ daughter - Claire de Sevigne 


SCENE TWO - Hamlet encounters the ghost of his dead father Elisha Denburg 

Hamlet - Giovanni Spanu 

The Ghost of the late King, Hamlet’s father - Christopher Enns 


SCENE THREE - Hamlet and Ophelia 


Cecilia Livingston 


Hamlet- James Baldwin 
Ophelia - Claire de Sevigne 


The photographing, sound recording, or videotaping of this performance without the written permission of the 
Faculty of Music is strictly prohibited. 

We kindly request that you switch off your cellular phones, pagers, watch beepers, and any other electronic devices 
that could emit a potentially unwelcomed sound. 



SCENE FOUR - “The mousetrap 


Christopher Thornborrow 


Hamlet - Andrew Love 
King Claudius - Geoffrey Sirett 
Queen Gertrude - Julia Barber 
Ophelia - Claire de Sevigne 

The Players - Rebecca Collett, Marta Herman, Giovanni Spanu 


SCENE FIVE - Hamlet confronts his mother 


Eric R. Stewart 


Hamlet - Andrew Love 
Queen Gertrude - Erica Iris Huang 
Polonius - James Baldwin 


SCENE SIX - The death of Hamlet 


Bence Kutrik 


Hamlet- Vasil Garvanliev 
Laertes - Christopher Enns 
King Claudius - Geoffrey Sirett 
Queen Gertrude - Erica Iris Huang 
Horatio, confidant of Hamlet-Andrew Love 


Members of the gamUT Ensemble 


Candice Barnes, oboe 
Carlie Bigelow, horn 
Alastair Chaplin, trumpet 
Coco Chen, violin 
Tristan Durie, flute 
Bryan Holt, cello 


Wes Khurana, violin 
Augusta Monk, percussion 
Anna Odell, harp 
Nina Penner, clarinet 
Ben Promane, trumpet 
Mohammed Abu Ramadan, viola 


Kyle Reyes, percussion 
Adam Scime, double bass 
Wesley Shen, piano 
Sheba Thibideau, bassoon 
Katherine Watson, flute 
Shelley Zhang, piano 


About the Student Composer Project 


In 1997, the Opera Division instituted a workshop at the Faculty of Music to allow student composers 
to gain experience writing operatic scenes, following a process of composition, dramaturgy, 
orchestration and staged public performance. The concept proved so successful that the workshop 
was ultimately introduced as a formal course in composition at the Master of Music level. 

This year, the project (entitled The Essential Hamlet), is based upon an experience I had as a 
student. I attended a production entitled Collage Hamlet where (at every performance) the scenes of 
the play were given in a different, random order; the effect being that each scene was presented as 
self complete and containing its own particular dynamic. While not wishing to mimic the technique, 
the experience did make me realize that this complex, psychological play revolves around a crucial 
number of pivotal scenes. When the Composition Division suggested six gifted composers for this 
year’s student composer project, the idea took shape. 

Despite the pragmatic need to edit, I began with a strict adherence to the Shakepeare text and 
then gradually moved the language to a more colloquial flavour. By the end of the third scene (the 
Hamlet/Ophelia confrontation) I began to reverse the process, gradually twining back to the original, 
untampered Shakespeare, a happy decision for we chose to end the scene with a most exquisite 
sampling of Shakespeare’s poetry ... 

Good night Sweet Prince 

and flights of angels sing thee to thy rest 

- Michael Patrick Albano 
Resident Stage Director, Opera 


